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Together with Alessandro, she has led performances with Operafestival di 
Roma, most recently of Do11 Giova1111i, Le Noz:;:_e di Figaro, and S11or Angelica. 
Nyela Basney earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees from tl1e 
Eastman School of Music with Highest Distinction in applied piano, served as a 
staff pianist at tl1e Juilliard School and frequently appears as a collaborative 
pianist in tl1e Chicago area. 
Togetl1er, :Mr. Cerva and :Miss Basney have presented recitals and master 
classes in Colorado, Georgia and Illinois. Their current recital program 
includes ilie Beetl1oven Spring Sonata, Beethoven Romance in F Major, tl1e 
Franck Sonata, and Debussy's G Plus Que Le11te. 
Following tonight's performance will be a Conversation witl1 Alessandro during 
which audience members are encouraged to ask questions of both performers 
about the Italian and American musical environments. 
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Please silence all electronic devices for the duration of the concert. Thank you. 
Romance No. 2 in F Major, Op. 50 
Sonata No. 5 in F Major, Op. 24, Friihli11gsso11ate 
I. :\llegro 
II. Adagio molto espressivo 
III. Scherzo: .-\llegro molto 
I\'. Rondo: _-\llegro ma non troppo 
Sonata in A Major 
I. :\llegretto ben moderate 
II. Allegro 
~ Intermission ~ 
III. Ben moderate: Recitative-Fantasia 
I\'. :\llegretto poco mosso 
Ludwig van Beethoo 
(1770-18' 








Collaborating as violinist and pianist and concertmaster and 
conductor, Alessandro Cerva and Nyela Basney have performed 
together for 10 years, both in Italy and in the United States. 
Most recently performing ,vitl1 tl1e Orchestra del Teatro alla 
Scala, ]\fr. Cerva has served as concertmaster ,vith the 
Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma, the Orchestra del Teatro Lirico of 
Cagliari, the Haydn Symphony of Balzano and Trento and, currently, of tl1e 
Orchestra Filarmonica Marchigiana. He appears regularly as a soloist with the 
Filarmonici di Roma (tl1e resident chamber orchestra of the Santa Cecilia 
Conservatory) in celebrated venues including the Sala Tchaikovsky in Moscow 
and the Opera Theatre of Rome. 
Alessandro has performed across Europe, China, Malaysia, Korea, Thailand, 
Russia, the United States, Cuba, Brazil, Ecuador, Venezuela and Jordan, and 
has made house recordings for the Universal, Ricardi, Dinamic and Amadeus 
labels. He has given Master Classes for Brasilia, Orvieto Musica, Inc. and at 
Roosevelt University and, with tl1e Quintetto Bottesini, performed at the Italian 
,Embassy in \'\1ashington, D.C. in 2007 in the presence of Giorgio Napolitano, 
President of tl1e Republic ofltaly. 
Nyela Basney received critical acclainl for her debut ,vith Light 
Opera works: " ... tl1e glorious sound coming from tl1e large 
orchestra under tl1e baton of Nyela Basney combine[d] to give 
[tlus production] fiery intensity .. . " (Clucago Sun-Times) 
As Associate Conductor of the Shreveport Symphony 
Orchestra, Jvliss Basney conducted over 60 performances each season, 
including Masterworks, Pops and educational concerts. She has also led 
concerts witl1 tl1e Springfield (MA) Symphony, American Symphony Orchestra, 
Rochester Plull1armonic, Toledo Symphony, Virginia Symphony and the 
Midland-Odessa Symphony and Chorale. She was Associate Conductor witl1 
tl1e El Paso Opera and is currently Artistic Director of Opera at North Park 
University in Chicago. 
Qiss Basner is the Founder and Director of Orvieto Musica, Inc., an 
international chamber music festival 1J1 Italy wluch just celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary. She has recently conducted tl1e Sarajevo · Plull1armonic 
Orchestra in Sarajevo, Zenii;:a, and Bri;:ko and appeared at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe with Chamber Opera Clucago. 
